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DRAFT, NOT FOR DISTRIBUTION 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

New Book Captures 100 Years of Struggle Against Hatred and Discrimination  
in America, Helps Make Sense of Today’s Increasingly Divisive Social Climate 

 
Stunning photos, compelling essays, and an interactive app tell the heroic story of America’s 
fight against discrimination based on race, gender, national origin, religion, disability, and 

sexual orientation 
  
New York, NY (Month, Date, 2018)—A timely new book examines the legacy and continued 
work of individuals and organizations that have fought against hatred in America for over a 
century. The Good Fight: America's Ongoing Struggle for Justice, from award-winning 
photojournalist Rick Smolan with support from the Anti-Defamation League (ADL), helps make 
sense of today’s virulent social divisions and the rise of bigotry hate speech, and also serves as 
an inspiring testament to the enduring power of people standing up for what’s right. Despite 
the setbacks and pain of the ongoing struggle for social and economic justice for all in the U.S., 
The Good Fight presents messages and images of hope and strength to empower readers of all 
ages. 
  
Covering more than 100 years of the American struggle for human rights—fighting against 
racism, anti-semitism, sexism, homophobia, xenophobia, Islamophobia, and more—The Good 
Fight contains a dozen essays, 180 photos, and an interactive app highlighting the countless 
people and organizations that have fought to make this country a better place for everyone.  
 
“When Jonathan Greenblatt, the CEO and National Director of the Anti-Defamation League, and 
I first conceived The Good Fight, we envisioned it as a retrospective, a book of history to remind 
every American of the inspiring progress made over the past century and to acknowledge how 
much further we as a nation still need to go,” says Smolan. “But as the 2016 Presidential 
election played out around us, when so many previously hard-fought victories against hatred 
and injustice appeared to, once again, be in jeopardy, we expanded the scope of the project. 
We hope this book will prompt readers to appreciate how much work remains to be done.” 
 
Essayists featured in the book include: 

 Bret Stephens, Pulitzer Prize-winning columnist for The New York Times 

 Todd Brewster, award-winning journalist, best-selling author and historian 

 Bryan Stevenson, best-selling author and founder of the Equal Justice Initiative. 

 Cleve Jones, best-selling author and creator of the NAMES Project AIDS Memorial Quilt. 

 Jonathan Broder, award-winning journalist, formerly of the Chicago Tribune, NPR and 
Newsweek. 

 Ray Suarez, best-selling author and former correspondent for PBS News Hour and NPR’s 
Talk of the Nation 

https://www.thegoodfightbook.org/
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 Charles Ramsey, former DC Police Chief and President’s Task Force on 21st Century 
Policing 

 Aimée Mullins, actress and Paralympics World-record holder 

 Zak Ebrahim, best-selling author and speaker on nonviolence 

 Wajahat Ali, New York Times Columnist and creative director of Affinis Labs 

 Tiffany Shlain, Emmy-nominated filmmaker and founder of The Webby Awards. 

 Mat Johnson, best-selling author and recipient of the U.S. Artist James Baldwin 
Fellowship 

 Richard Bernstein, best-selling author, former Time Bureau Chief and New York Times 
correspondent 

 George Takei, Star Trek television and film star 
  
The book serves as a stark reminder of the progress that could be lost if hatred is allowed to 
flourish unchecked. Through capturing the ongoing fight against hate, The Good Fight also tells 
the story of the Anti-Defamation League, which, despite being founded as a Jewish organization 
more than 100 years ago, has a strong history of fighting against not just anti-Semitism, but 
racism, sexism, and all forms of discrimination. 
 
“The Good Fight comes at a pivotal moment in our country when the struggle for equal rights 
remains not just a legacy of history, but is very much a current event,” said Jonathan A. 
Greenblatt, ADL CEO and National Director. “We cannot attain true civil rights in America 
without knowing and remembering our history and the struggles of our forbearers. This 
powerful retelling of America’s civil rights story highlights the many people and acts of courage 
that helped to transform America. These are the stories of the achievements that moved us 
closer to the goal of a society free of prejudice and hatred, and where all people have access to 
a life of freedom, equality and dignity.”  
  
More information can be found at http://www.thegoodfightbook.org/. 
 
The Anti-Defamation League was founded in 1913 to stop the defamation of the Jewish people 
and to secure justice and fair treatment to all. Today it is the world’s leading organization 
combating anti-Semitism, exposing hate groups, training law enforcement on hate crimes, 
developing anti-bias curricula for students, countering cyber-hate and relentlessly pursuing 
equal rights for all. Follow us on Twitter: @ADL_National 
 
Rick Smolan, CEO of Against All Odds Productions, is a #1 New York Times best-selling author 
with more than five million copies of his books in print. A former Time, LIFE, and National 
Geographic photographer, Smolan is best known as the co-creator of the “Day in the Life” book 
series. Today he and his partner, Jennifer Erwitt, orchestrate global projects that combine 
creative storytelling with state-of-the-art technology through their company, Against All Odds 
Productions. Their books include The Human Face of Big Data, Inside Tracks: Alone Across the 
Outback, America at Home, Blue Planet Run, The Obama Time Capsule, America 24/7, One 
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 3 

Digital Day, 24 Hours in Cyberspace, Passage to Vietnam, and The Power to Heal. Learn more at 
www.AgainstAllOdds.com  
  

### 
 
 
Interviews and Media Requests 
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